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Each year, the National Center for Education Statistics (NCES) 
gathers data on the numbers of bachelor's, master's, and doctoral degrees 
conferred in various disciplines. An analysis of these data from 1980-81 
to 1985-86 in the field of special education revealed the following. 
(Descriptors used to describe specialty areas were assigned by NCES.) 

o There was an uninterrupted decline of 35.5 percent in the com- 
bined number of bachelor's and master's degrees conferred in 
special education between 1980-81 and 1985-86. 

o There were 9,667 fewer bachelor's or master's degrees conferred 
in special education during 1985-86 than there were ?n 1980-81. 

o The number of bachelor's degrees has dropped by 5,578; the number 
of master's degrees by 4,089. 

o Dramatic losses have occurred in the number of degrees granted 
in the "education of the physically handicapped." In 1985-86, 
59 percent fewer bachelor's and master's degrees were awarded in 
this area than in 1980-1981. The loss in bachelor's degrees was 
64 percent; the loss in master's degrees was 50 percent. 

o The area of "education of the mentally retarded" experienced a 
similar dramatic decline of 56 percent. In 1985-86, 918 fewer 
bachelor's degrees in this area were reported and 61 percent 
fewer master's degrees were conferred. 

o Losses of nearly 50 percent were reported in the area of "special 
learning disabilities." Losses were constant over the period 
reviewed and were comparable at both the bachelor's and master's 
levels. 

o In the area of "visual impairment," there was a 67 percent de- 
cline in the number of bachelor's degrees conferred, but only a 
35 percent decline in the number of master's degrees. 

o Other declines in bachelor's and master's degrees conferred were 
as follows: "special education/ general" declined by 34 percent; 
"education of the deaf" by 36 percent; "speech correction" by 
38 percent; "education of the emotionally disturbed" by 42 per- 
cent; "education of the multiply handicapped" by 33 percent. 
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o Increases in the number of graduates were reported in two special- 
ty areas. "Education of the gifted" increased from 127 to 161 
graduates (a 27 percent increase) between 1980-81 and 1985-86. 
Special education/other" increased from 610 to 731 graduates (an 
increase of 20 parcent) between 1982-83 and 1985-86. (This categ- 
ory was introduced into data collection in 1982-83, and data are 
not available for the years 1980-81 and 1981-82.) 

o The number of doctoral degrees in special education confer ad 
during the period under consideration ranged from a hiqh of 322 
in 1981-82 to a low of 254 in 1984-85. 

o The average number of doctoral degrees conferred yearly durinq 
the period was 284. 

o Most doctoral degrees in special education were reported in 
the area titled "special education/general." 

o Between 1981-82 and 1985-86, no doctoral degrees, were reoorted 
as conferred in "education of the multiply handicapped 

o Six doctoral degrees in "education c* the visually handicapped" 
were reported between 1980-81 and 1985-86. Twelve doctoral 
degrees were reported in "education of the deaf," 13 in "education 
of the gifted," 15 in "speech correction," 17 in "education of the 
physically handicapped," and 18 in "education of the emotionally 
disturbed. (In the latter area, emotional disturbance, only 7 
degrees were conferred between 1982-83 and 1985-86.) 



This information was extracted from data on degrees and other formal 
awards conferred as part of the Higher Education General Information 
Survey conducted annually by the National Center for Education Statisti 
U.S. Department of Education, Washington, D.C. 
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Summary of NCES Data on Degrees Conferred in Special Education 
(1980-81- 1985-86) 
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Information for this table was extracted from data on degrees and other formal awards conferred 
as part of the Higher Education General Information Survey (HEGIS) conducted annually by the 
National Center for Education Statistics, U.S. Department of Education, Washington, D.C. 
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